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northern plain towards Bologna, a base fifteen miles away ; but its
offensive was then slowed down by bad weather, and though further
small advances were made, this city was still out of reach when the
battle died away at the end of 1944.

The offensive of the Eighth Army, the command of which had
now been taken over from General Leese by General McCreery,
also came gradually to an end. In mid-November Forli fell after
two fierce battles on the Savio line and the Ronco ; the capture of
Ravenna and Faenza followed after further heavy fighting, and in
the last days of 1944, when the front was finally stabilised, the
Eighth Arrny stood on the line of the Senio.

Though no decisive result had been reached, the Fifteenth Army
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Group, at the head of which the American General Clark had now
succeeded Field Marshal Alexander, had thus amply fulfilled its
role of a containing force, causing the Germans to continue the
defence of a territory of little value to them with forces which they
could have utilised to better purpose elsewhere.
One reason for our inability to achieve more spectacular results
in this autumn offensive in Italy was that our armies had been
depleted during its course by the diversion of considerable forces
to France and to Greece. Within a month from the first arrival of
our force under General Scobie in early October, all Greece was
clear of the enemy ; but the outbreak of civil disorder between the